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� Radiative thermal conductivities of ultrafine fibrous insulations were predicted.
� Infrared optical constants of ultrafine fibrous insulations were determined.
� Critical diameter of PVDF fibrous insulations was deduced with 1.06 lm.
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� Optimized radiative thermal conductivity is 25% lower than that by as-prepared.
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Predicting and optimizing radiative thermal properties have been acknowledged as an efficient way to
improve thermal insulation performance of fibrous materials with high porosity. Based on experimental
investigation of infrared spectral of ultrafine fibrous insulations with diameters of 520–650 nm, a method
of calculating radiative thermal properties was presented by combining Rosseland equation, Mie scatter-
ing theory, Beer’s law and Subtractive Kramers–Kronig (SKK) relation. To ensure the calculation correct
the uniqueness analysis was performed for Poly(vinylidene fluoride) (PVDF) fibers, which indicated the
valid fiber diameter was less than 1.06 lm. The calculated thermal radiative conductivities by using
the method agreed well with the measured data. The effect of fiber diameter on the thermal properties
of the fibrous insulations was also investigated to minimize the radiative thermal conductivity. The
results indicated that the minimized radiative thermal conductivities by regulating fiber diameters could
be approximately 25% smaller than those for experimental fiber diameters. The method of predicting and
minimizing radiative thermal conductivities of fibrous insulations demonstrated in this paper could be of
great advantage to thermal engineering applications aiming to reducing heat loss and saving energy.

� 2016 Elsevier Ltd. All rights reserved.
0. Introduction

Fibrous materials with low thermal conductivity and high
porosity have widely been used as thermal insulations [1] so as
to reduce heat loss in aerospace crafts, industrial equipment, build-
ing construction [2] and textiles [3]. Owning to the high porosity
(commonly greater than 80%) of fibrous insulations [4], the radia-
tive thermal flux may be acknowledged as an important part of the
total heat flux within fibrous insulations (e.g. superfine polyvinyl
alcohol textiles [5] and metallic foams [6]). The radiative thermal
flux in lightweight fibrous insulations could be up to 30% [7] of
the total heat flux even at moderate temperatures (300–400 K).
Therefore, reducing the radiative heat flux is an efficient way to
improve the thermal insulation performance of fibrous material
with high porosity.

Extensive investigations have been conducted on decreasing the
radiative thermal conductivity of the fibrous insulations [8,9]. With
given optical constants of fibers, numerical method predicting the
minimum effective thermal conductivity by optimizing the struc-
ture parameters (e.g. diameter, volume fraction [10]) of fibrous
insulations was one of the most important approach. In the numer-
ical method the spectral optical constants (mk) of fibers are the fun-
damental data [11] to calculate thermal radiative conductivities of
fibrous insulations. The spectral optical constants are constituted
by real part nk (viz., spectral refractive index) [12] and imaginary
part jk (viz., spectral absorption index) [13], which indicates the
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Fig. 1. SEM image of PVDF fibrous insulations.
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scattering and absorption capability of fibrous insulations, respec-
tively [14].

However, it is very difficult or extremely time-consuming to
experimentally measure the spectral optical constants of fibers
for each wavelength in the whole infrared spectrum generally in
infrared wavelengths (k) of 2.5–25 lm. In fact the data of the spec-
tral optical constants of fibrous insulations were extremely insuffi-
cient besides several specific data in few separate wavelengths.
Therefore, the efforts on exploring spectral optical constants of
fibrous insulations are needed to predict and optimize thermal
insulation performance.

In the past few years, a method by combining experimental
infrared transmittances and thermal radiation model had been
reported to calculate the optical constants of particles in some cer-
tain wavelengths, such as Bhattacharyya et al. [15] for Zn1�xMgxO
films in 0.4–0.8 lm, Gushterova and Sharlandjiev [16] for GeSe
films in 0.4–1.2 lm and Dombrovsky for ceramic microspheres
et al. [17] in 2.6–18 lm. Very recently Ruan et al. [18] calculated
spectral optical constants of spherical particles in wide wave-
lengths of 2.5–25 lm by combining spectral transmittances, Mie
scattering theory and SKK relations. The calculated results of opti-
cal constants were found to be feasible as the diameter of the
spherical particles was smaller than the critical diameter of 1–
2 lm by performing uniqueness analysis. Similarly, a certain criti-
cal diameter of fibers may exist to calculate the optical constants.
As a comparison the commonly used fibers in fibrous insulations
had the diameters of several dozen micrometers which were much
greater than the critical fiber diameter. Herein, the previous
numerical method may not be feasible for the commonly used
fibrous insulations.

Recently new-type fibrous materials with finer diameters have
successfully been prepared by using the newly developed micro
and nano technology. Electrospinning is one of the most attractive
nanotechnologies to fabricate ultrafine fibrous materials [19]. By
engineering electrospinning parameters [20] the electrospun fiber
diameters could be regulated from 10 nm to 10 lm [21]. Herein,
electrospun fibers have well acknowledged as a type of ultrafine
fibers with diameters smaller than 10 lm, which are much finer
than the commonly used fibers with diameters of several dozen
micrometers. The electrospun ultrafine fibers provides a possibility
to calculate the unique optical constant of materials by combining
experimental infrared transmittance and thermal radiation model.

Therefore, this paper was aiming to obtain the spectral optical
constants of fibrous insulations with ultrafine diameters by using
the numerical method combining experimental infrared transmit-
tance and thermal radiation model. Firstly, ultrafine fibrous insula-
tions were experimentally fabricated by using electrospinning. The
spectral transmittance of the as-fabricated ultrafine fibrous insula-
tions were experimentally investigated. Concerning the experi-
mental results, the optical constants of fibrous insulations were
then calculated by using the radiation model and SKK relation.
Uniqueness analysis to ensure the calculation correct was per-
formed and the calculated results were validated with the experi-
mental measurements. Eventually, effect of fiber diameters on
thermal conductivities were explored so as to minimize thermal
conductivity by optimizing fiber diameters for improving thermal
insulation performance.
Fig. 2. Scattering geometry for a fiber with incident radiation.
1. Theoretical model of radiative thermal conductivity

1.1. Radiative thermal properties of fibrous insulations

Taking ultrafine Poly(vinylidene fluoride) (PVDF) fibers as an
example of fibrous materials their microstructure characterized
scanning electronic microscope (SEM) was shown in Fig. 1. The
image was obtained by a field emission scanning electron micro-
scopy (FESEM, JSM-7001F, JEOL, Japan). The preparation process
of ultrafine PVDF fibers is presented in Section 2.1. It can be
observed from Fig. 1 that PVDF fibers are in infinite cylinders
[22] with the radio of length to diameter greater than 100 and
ultrafine diameters (d) of 0.2–1.0 lm. The directions of their axis
are randomly distributed in plane. Fig. 2 shows the scattering
geometry of a PVDF fiber with incident radiation. The inclination
angle (/) describes the extent of the fiber direction deviating from
the radiation heat flux direction. As the plane of the fiber axis is
perpendicular to the direction of radiation heat flow, / equals to 0.

Extinction efficiency (Qek) is a non-dimensional and
temperature-independent parameter indicating the ability of
absorbing and scattering the light as the light goes through fibrous
insulation. It can be calculated by Mie scattering theory [23] for
infinite cylindrical fibers

Qek ¼
1
x
Re ða0P þ b0IÞ þ 2

X1
n¼1

ðanP þ bnIÞ
" #

ð1Þ

where Re is the symbol of real part, x = pd/k is the size factor, an and
bn are Mie coefficients. As the radiation heat flux vertically inci-
dence on infinite cylinder fibers Mie coefficients can be expressed
as



Fig. 3. Relation between extinction efficiency and size factor. (a) For a given n; (b)
for a given j.
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anP ¼ DnðmxÞ=mþ n=x½ �JnðxÞ � Jn�1ðxÞ
DnðmxÞ=mþ n=x½ �Hð1Þ

n ðxÞ � Hð1Þ
n�1ðxÞ

ð2Þ

bnI ¼ mDnðmxÞ þ n=x½ �JnðxÞ � Jn�1ðxÞ
mDnðmxÞ þ n=x½ �Hð1Þ

n ðxÞ � Hð1Þ
n�1ðxÞ

ð3Þ

where Jn is the Ricatti–Bessel function of the first kind, H(1)
n = Jn +

i � Yn is the first Ricatti–Hankel function, Yn is the Bessel function
of the second kind, J0n and H(1)0

n are the derivatives, and Dn is the
recurrence relation.

As PVDF fibers are infinite cylinders and vertical to the radiation
heat flux, the extinction coefficient (bek) can be expressed as [24]

bek ¼ 4Qekf v=pd ð4Þ
where fv is the fiber volume fraction of fibrous insulation. The mean
extinction coefficient (beT), indicates the temperature-dependent
average extinction capability of fibrous insulation, expressed
as [25]

beT ¼
Z 1

0

1
bek

@Ebk

@Eb
dk

� ��1

ð5Þ

As fibrous insulation is optically thick, the corresponding
temperature-dependent radiative thermal conductivity is
expressed as [11]

kr ¼ 16n2
TrT

3

3beT
ð6Þ

where T is the temperature, r is the Stefan–Boltzmann constant,
and nT is temperature-depended effective refractive index of
composite. Considering the relation between temperature and
wavelength, the transformation is made as follow [10]

nT ¼
Z 1

0

1
nc;k

@Ebk

@Eb
dk

� ��1

ð7Þ

where nck is the spectral refractive index of composite, which can
approximate be calculated by nck ¼

Pm
i¼1nikf i, where nik is spectral

refractive index of component i, and fi is the volume fraction of
component i.

During the calculation of radiative thermal properties, the
wavelengths used were in the range of 2.5–25 lm while the fiber
diameters were in the range of 0.5–5 lm. It is possible that the
wavelengths are smaller or greater than fiber diameters. Whatever
the wavelengths are smaller or greater than fiber diameters, the
thermal radiation model based on Mie theory and Rosseland
equation above is feasible [11].

1.2. Determination of optical constants of PVDF fibrous insulations

1.2.1. Theoretical method by establishing equations
Ignoring scattering radiation between fibers the spectral

extinction coefficient of fibrous insulations can be calculated by
the Beer’s law [26]

bek;s ¼ �InðskÞ=L ð8Þ
Combined with Eq. (4), the spectral extinction efficiency can be

determined by

Qek;s ¼ �pdInðskÞ
4Lfv

ð9Þ

where L is thickness of the PVDF fibrous sample, and sk is the exper-
imental infrared spectral transmittances. Combined with Eq. (1), the
spectral refractive index nk and spectral absorption index jk could
be calculated.

Beside the above equation, the other equation of nk and jk can
be provided by SKK relation [18]
nðkÞ ¼ nðkmÞ þ 2ðk2m � k2Þ
p

P
Z 1

0

k0jðk0Þ
ðk2 � k20Þðk2m � k20Þ

dk0 ð10Þ

where km is the reference wavelength of PVDF materials. During the
calculation, km = 0.5 lm and n(km) = 1.41.

The spectral optical constants of fibrous insulations can be
obtained by solving the equations.

1.2.2. Uniqueness analyses of solution
Because of complex scattering amplitude function in the Mie

scattering theory, a certain value of Qek may correspond to a series
of nk and jk. In other words, multiple solutions of nk and jk may
simultaneously satisfy the transmittance at each wavelength.
However, since nk and jk of PVDF fibers are unique the uniqueness
analysis of solutions for nk and jk must be performed to ensure the
calculation correct.

For spherical particles, Milham et al. [27] and Ruan et al. [14]
performed uniqueness analysis by determining valid uniqueness
region of xmin 6 x 6 xmax for size factor x for each nk and jk. Simi-
larly for infinite cylinder fibers, uniqueness analysis was performed
as follows.

(a) For a given n, the relationship between Qek and x under
different jk values is shown in Fig. 3(a). There are two
critical values xl,n and xu.n corresponding to each n value.
Where xl,n represents the lower limit, which is commonly
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significantly less than the calculated range of size factor [14].
xu.n is the upper limit and can be obtained by the condition
expression
Qðj1;xÞ�Qðj2;xÞ½ � � Qðj1;xþdxÞ�Qðj2;xþdxÞ½ �>0 ð11Þ
where j1 and j2 represent any values. xu.n is the value eventually
satisfy the equation as x is increased. Thus, the uniqueness of solu-
tions can be assured when x 6 xu.n. Otherwise a serious multi-
valued feature is shown in Fig. 3(a).

(b) For a given j, the relationship between Qek and x under dif-
ferent nk values is shown in Fig. 3(b). It can be observed that
there is a upper limit xu.j corresponding to each j value for a
given range of n, such as xu,j1 for n of 1.5–3.5, xu,j2 for n of
1.5–3.0 and xu,j3 for n of 1.5–2.5. Similarly, xu,j can be
obtained by the condition expression

Qðn1;xÞ�Qðn2;xÞ½ � � Qðn1;xþdxÞ�Qðn2;xþdxÞ½ �>0 ð12Þ
where n1 and n2 represent any values in the given region of n. xu.j is
the value eventually satisfy Eq. (12) as x is increased. Thus, the
uniqueness of solutions can be assured when x 6 xu.j. Otherwise a
serious multi-valued feature is show in Fig. 3(b).

Therefore, once all the predicted nk and jk satisfy the one of two
uniqueness solution region (viz., x 6 xu.n and x 6 xu.j), the solutions
for nk and jk are unique and valid.
2. Experimental

2.1. Preparation of ultrafine fibrous insulations by electrospinning

Ultrafine PVDF fibers were prepared by using electrospinning
technology. Firstly, PVDF solution with concentration of 28 wt.%
was prepared by dissolving PVDF particles (melting point of
445 K, Baishi Co. Ltd., China) in N,N-dimenthyl-formamide (>98%,
DMF, Baishi Co. Ltd., China) under magnetic stirring for 0.5 h at
60 �C and then cooled to room temperature with continuous stir-
ring. The PVDF solution was then electrospun by using an electro-
spinning apparatus (Model: NEU, Kato Tech Co. Ltd., Japan). Fig. 4
illustrates the electrospinning process of PVDF. Ultrafine PVDF
fibrous insulations were obtained on the roller collection. The
detailed electrospinning process could be found in our previous
work [28].

Three samples of PVDF fibrous insulations (#1–#3) with differ-
ent fiber diameters were prepared by regulating electrospinning
voltage (viz., 15, 17.5 and 20 kV, respectively). The electrospun
PVDF sample #1 was used for the calculation of optical constants
of the PVDF fibers. The other samples #2 and #3 were used to
validate the calculated results by using the numerical method.
Fig. 4. Schematic of electrospinn
2.2. Microstructure of ultrafine fibrous insulations

The thickness (L) of the three samples (#1–#3) was measured
by using a thickness gauge (0–10 mm, Chen Lu Co. Ltd., China).
The thicknesses were obtained by averaging five different
positions. The volume density, q =M/V, where V is volume of sam-
ple and M is the mass measured by Electronic analytical balance
(Sartorius BP211D, Germany). The volume fraction was corre-
spondingly calculated by q/q0, where the bunk density (q0) of
PVDF material is 1.78 g cm�3.

Fig. 5(a) shows the SEM image of sample #1, and the correspond-
ing diameter distribution as shown in Fig. 5(b) was determined by
concerning 50 fibers, by using the Nano-measure software. It can
be observed that the diameters vary in 0.3–0.9 lm. It can also be fit-
ted by Gaussian distribution with average diameter (d) of 0.52 lm
and standard deviation (r) of 0.096 lm.

2.3. Infrared spectral transmittances of ultrafine fibrous insulations

FTIR spectrometer (Tensor27, Bruker, Germany) was used to
investigate infrared spectral transmittances of the electrospun
PVDF fibrous insulations #1 under the wavelength of 2.5–25 lm.
Fig. 6(a) illustrates the measuring process of the infrared spectral
transmittances. A testing PVDF sample with size of 2.0 � 2.0 cm2

was first prepared and then stuck on the aluminum plate contain-
ing a circular hole with diameter of 1.6 cm. Before testing, the mea-
surement of the blank aluminum plate was to eliminate
environmental effects including H2O, CO2 and temperature.

The transmittance is the ratio of the intensity transmitted
through the sample (Ik) to the incident intensity (I0,k), that is,
sk = Ik/I0,k. The infrared spectral transmittance of sample #1 was
obtained by averaging two measurements at the front and reverse
sides as shown in Fig. 6(b). The occurrence of bands at 445, 510,
614, 764, 840 and 976 cm�1 indicates the presence of a mixture
crystalline phase a and b for electrospun PVDF fibrous insulations
[29].

2.4. Calculation of radiative thermal conductivity from experimental
transmittance

Based on the measured infrared spectral transmittances of the
PVDF insulations, the extinction coefficient (bek,s) can be obtained
by the Beer’s Law in Eq. (8). Under the assumption that the fibrous
insulation adsorbs and scatters isotropically, the Rosseland
approximation can be used to calculate the Rosseland mean
extinction coefficient [30]

beT;s ¼
Z 1

0

1
bek;s

@Ebk

@Eb
dk

� ��1

ð13Þ
ing for ultrafine PVDF fibers.



Fig. 5. Size characterization of ultrafine PVDF fibers for sample #1. (a) SEM image;
(b) fiber diameter distribution.

Fig. 6. Experimental investigation of infrared spectral transmissions. (a) Measuring
process; (b) transmittances of electrospun PVDF fibrous insulations.

398 J. Yang et al. / Applied Thermal Engineering 104 (2016) 394–402
In practical application, PVDF fibrous insulation is optically
thick. The radiative thermal conductivity can be calculated by
Rosseland equation [30]

kr;s ¼ 16rT3

3beT;s
ð14Þ
Fig. 7. Optical constants of electrospun PVDF fibrous insulations.
3. Numerical calculation and uniqueness analysis of optical
constants

3.1. Calculation and validation with experimental results

The optical constants of PVDF fibers for wavelengths of 2.5–
25 lm were calculated using Eqs. (9) and (10), shown in Fig. 7.
Large fluctuation of optical constants appeared for various
wavelengths. It indicated that the absorption and refractive index
of fibrous insulations were significantly different for various
wavelengths. The absorption and refractive index are intrinsic
parameters of materials, and their values for each wavelength were
dependent upon the functional groups of the materials [31].

Based on the calculated optical constants of sample #1,
the infrared spectral transmittances of samples #2 and #3 were
calculated by Eqs. (1) and (9) as shown in Fig. 8. Compared to
the experimentally measured results by using FTIR spectrometer,
the predicted ones by theoretical method agreed well although
little deviation existed. The little deviations mainly occurred at
wavelengths of 12–25 lm (viz., spectrums of 900–400 cm�1),
which attributes to the mixing of different crystalline owing to
electrospinning instability [20].



Fig. 8. Comparison of calculated and measured transmittances for different
samples. (a) Sample #2; (b) sample #3.

Fig. 9. Area of unique solutions region. (a) Area A for relation between xu.n and n;
(b) area B for relation between xu.j and j.
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3.2. Uniqueness analysis of solutions

During the calculation of optical constants, the size factor xu.n
was determined and shown in Fig. 9(a). The area A below the size
factor curve was the unique and valid region for any jk values.
Since the calculated k of 2.5–25 lm and d of 0.52 lm, the involved
x (x = pd/k) was 0.065–0.65. Considering the range of predicted nk
of PVDF was 1.20–2.50, the minimum xu.n of 0.338 appeared at nk
of 2.50. Therefore, the solutions for nk and jk in x of 0.065–0.338
corresponding to k of 4.84–25 lm were unique. As a comparison
the solutions in k of 2.5–4.84 lm (i.e., nk of 1.32–1.62) required fur-
ther validation.

The size factor xu.j was determined and shown in Fig. 9(b).
Below the xu.j curve (viz., area B) was the unique solution for
any nk of 1.32–1.62. xu.j appears infinite at jk of 0.52–1.0, which
indicates unique solutions of nk and jk as j is a value between
0.52 and 1.0 and n is a value between 1.32 and 1.62. Considering
k of 2.5–4.84 lm was corresponding to the jk of 0.34–0.43 lm,
which corresponds to the x of 0.338–0.65, obviously smaller than
the xu.j of 3.3. Thus, the solutions for nk and jk in k of 2.5–
4.84 lm are unique.

Therefore, all the predicted nk and jk of PVDF fibers are unique.

3.3. Critical diameter for uniqueness solution

Critical diameter (dc) was defined as a critical value when the
solutions of nk and jk eventually satisfy the uniqueness as d is
increased. The calculation ofmk would be feasible only if dwas less
than dc. Obviously, dc appeared when x 6 xu.n and x 6 xu.j were
firstly simultaneously unsatisfied.

For nk of 1.2–2.5 and jk of 0.21–1.59, the curves of xu,n and xu.j
are shown in Fig. 10(a) and (b) respectively. Below the curves were
the unique solution regions (areas C and D). In addition, x for dif-
ferent d of 0.52, 1.0 and 1.6 lm varied with nk and jk of PVDF fibers
were presented. It can be observed from Fig. 10 that more serious x
values eliminate from areas C and D with the increased fiber diam-
eter. It can be obviously witnessed that x was always prior to be
eliminated from area C than D. Thus, dc existed as x firstly elimi-
nate from area D with the increased d, which was determined to
be 1.06 lm at jk of 0.43 (viz., k of 2.5 lm).

Therefore, the solutions nk and jk of PVDF fibers were unique as
the diameter of PVDF samples is less than dc of 1.06 lm. It can also
be deduced that the ultrafine PVDF fibers prepared by using elec-
trospinning technology could be used to determine the optical con-
stants by using the numerical method. This solve the problem that
commonly used fibers could not satisfy the requirement of the
uniqueness analysis owing to their greater fiber diameters.
4. Validation and optimization of radiative thermal
conductivity

Extinction efficiencies and extinction coefficients for different
diameters (e.g. 0.5, 1.5, 2.0 and 4.0 lm) were calculated using



Fig. 10. Effect of fiber diameter on size factor distribution. (a) Relation between x
and n; (b) relation between x and k.

Fig. 11. Extinction efficiencies and extinction coefficients for different fiber
diameters. (a) Extinction efficiency; (b) extinction coefficient.

Fig. 12. Rosseland mean extinction coefficients for different fiber diameters.
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Eqs. (1)–(4), shown in Fig. 11(a) and (b) respectively. It can be
observed that extinction efficiencies and extinction coefficients
are significantly different for various wavelengths. The values of
extinction efficiencies and extinction coefficients were obtained
based on the optical constants. Therefore, they were essentially
determined by the intrinsic properties of the materials. It can also
be observed that fluctuation amplitudes of spectral extinction coef-
ficient apparently decreases with the increased fiber diameter. It
could be deduced by Eq. (4) that bigger diameter turns to smaller
spectral extinction coefficient and even smaller fluctuation
amplitude.

Based on spectral extinction coefficients, the Rosseland mean
extinction coefficients for different fiber diameters could be calcu-
lated using Eq. (5) and shown in Fig. 12. It can be observed that the
curve of diameter-dependent mean extinction coefficient is para-
bola with opening downward. The maximum mean extinction
coefficient could be obtained for a certain fiber diameter (viz., opti-
mized diameter). It may be because the mean extinction coefficient
increased with the decreased diameter (several to dozens of
micrometers) referring to Eqs. (4) and (5), whereas significantly
decreased by forth power of diameter as the diameter turns to
nanoscale according to the Rayleigh scattering theory [32] for infi-
nite cylinders. Moreover, the optimized diameter decreased from
2.0 to 1.7 lm as the temperature was increased from 300 to
420 K. It is because the dominant wavelength (kmax) turned to be
smaller with the increased temperature based on Wien’s energy
distribution law [30]. Therefore, the optimized diameter corre-
sponding to the maximum mean extinction coefficient would be
smaller with the increased temperature.
Based on the Rosseland mean extinction coefficients, radiative
thermal conductivities for different fiber diameters could be calcu-
lated using Eq. (6) and shown in Fig. 13. It could be observed that
radiative thermal conductivities had the minimum at the opti-
mized diameter. The trend was similar to that reported by Tong
and Tien [7] with the minimum radiative thermal conductivities
of the silicate and pure silica fibrous insulations at optimized
diameter of 3.2 and 2.8 lm, respectively. The minimum radiative



Fig. 13. Radiative thermal conductivities for different fiber diameters. (a) at 300 K;
(b) at 420 K.

Table 1
Comparison of radiative thermal conductivities between experimental and optimized
condition.

Sample kr,s
(mWm�1 K�1)

kr
(mWm�1 K�1)

kopt
(mWm�1 K�1)

(kr,s � kr)/
kr,s (%)

(kr,s � kopt)/
kr,s (%)

#1 0.381 0.378 0.280 0.79 26.5
#2 0.385 0.372 0.289 3.38 25.3
#3 0.397 0.382 0.290 3.79 26.8
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thermal conductivity of the PVDF fibrous insulations increases
from 0.280 to 0.821 mWm�1 K�1 as the temperature is increased
from 300 to 420 K. The corresponding optimized diameter
decreases from 2.0 to 1.7 lm. The mechanism was similar to the
Rosseland mean extinction coefficient, which can be deduced by
Eq. (6). Moreover, the radiative thermal conductivities could be
obviously decreased by 25.9% and 17.2% at 300 and 420 K, respec-
tively, by optimizing fiber diameters compared to that of experi-
mental conditions.

Table 1 shows a comparison between radiative thermal conduc-
tivities (kr,s) based on experimental measurements using Eq. (14)
and those (kr) based on the calculated optical constants using Eq.
(6) for samples #1–#3. It could be observed that radiative thermal
conductivities between kr,s and kr had deviations of 0.79%, 3.38%
and 3.79%, respectively. The slight deviations may be attributed
to non-uniform distribution of fiber diameters and mixing of
different crystalline owing to electrospinning instability. The
minimum radiative thermal conductivity (kopt) of 0.28 mWm�1 -
K�1 could be obtained by optimizing fiber diameter of 2 lm at
300 K, which were 26.5%, 25.3% and 26.8% less than samples #1–
3, respectively. This demonstrate an efficient method of predicting
and optimizing thermal insulation performance of fibrous materi-
als aiming to reducing heat loss and thermal energy conservation.

5. Conclusions

Based on experimental preparation and infrared spectral mea-
surement of ultrafine PVDF fibers, spectral optical constants were
obtained by using the Mie scattering theory, Beer’s law and SKK
relation. This provided fundamental data to calculate thermal
radiative conductivity of fibrous insulations. To ensure the unique-
ness of solutions, the critical diameter of PVDF fibers was obtained
with 1.06 lm. The effect of fiber diameter on thermal conductivity
was investigated aiming at minimizing the radiative thermal con-
ductivity. The optimized fiber diameter decreased from 2.0 to
1.7 lm and the corresponding minimum radiative thermal conduc-
tivity increased from 0.280 to 0.821 mWm�1 K�1 as the tempera-
ture was increased from 300 to 420 K. The optimized radiative
thermal conductivity could be approximately 25% less than those
of the experimental materials.
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